
Getting there & getting around
This area of the Alpine National Park is
situated approximately 250 km east of
Melbourne along the Princes Highway to
Traralgon then north east to Heyfield.
The main access is from Licola (north of
Heyfield) via the Tamboritha Road, which
leads to the Howitt and Moroka roads.
Please remember that mountain roads are
often unsealed, narrow and winding.  Take
care as roads may be slippery at any time
of the year.
Away from the main Howitt and Moroka
roads many tracks are suitable only for
experienced four wheel drivers, with many
closed seasonally between early June and
late October.

Plants & Animals
The area contains a diversity of habitats
including the alpine herbfields and
subalpine woodlands of the Snowy and
Howitt plains, often associated with
subalpine bogs and grasslands in cold air
drainage basins.
These grasslands and woodlands are often
home for mammals such as Brown and
Swainsons antechinus, Mountain Brushtail
and Ringtail possums.
Mountain gum - Snow gum forests often
grow on more sheltered sites between
1000 and 1400 metres with a grassy or
heathy understorey.
Below 1000 metres the mountain slopes
are dominated by bands of tall straight
Alpine ash (Woolly Butt) forests.  These
extensive forests include mature ash, 1939
regrowth, and regeneration from more
recent timber harvesting operations.

Trees killed in the 1998 fire have been
salvaged within the Carey State Forest,
passed on the way through the Park.

In the past
Aboriginal groups travelled up to the high
plains in summer, finding food such as
Bogong Moths and conducting
ceremonies.  Little visible evidence of their
occupation now remains, but Aboriginal
communities are researching and
recovering more of their peoples history.

Cattle have been grazed in the area since
the 1840s and licensed areas are still
grazed today.  Grazing had its beginnings
in the Howqua and Macalister river areas,
and during the following 50 years extended
to include most of the grassy forested
slopes, river flats and snow plains.  Cattle
no longer graze the Wonnangatta valley
but you can sense the history by visiting
the ruins of the station, home of the
pioneer Bryce family for many years and
the site of an unsolved murder.  Howitt hut
is also closely related to both the
Wonnangatta runs and murder!
There are relics of gold mining days of the
1860s and 1870s in the Grant Historic
area, adjacent to the Alpine National Park.
Please beware of mine shafts.
Loggers seeking Alpine Ash timber began
cutting here in the late 1940s.

Alpine National Park
- our mountain heritage

around Heyfield, Licola and Dargo in the
Wonnangatta - Moroka area

From the time people first set foot on the Australian continent, they have sought the alps for social,

spiritual and survival reasons.

Their presence in these wild and wonderful mountains has left us a rich cultural heritage - from the rock

scatters of the Ganai/Kurnai people on lofty vantage points to graziers huts nestling in protected folds

of the high country;  we are surrounded by our mountain heritage.

“Victoria has all the outdoors

you could wish for- mountains,

forests, beaches and bushland,

all preserved in our parks.

Our natural landscapes have

been here longer than anyone

knows, and together we can

make sure they’re here forever.”

Parks Victoria Ranger
David Foster

For more information

call the Parks Victoria

Information Centre

on 13 1963

or visit our website at
http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au
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Park information

Picnic table

Toilets

Setting up Camp
Dispersed camping is permitted throughout the
area, but make sure you are at least 20 m from any
lake, river or stream.  If you prefer the use of toilets,
picnic tables and fireplaces the following camping
areas are provided, no bookings are required:-
● Wellington River, 17 numbered camping areas

beneath shady peppermints and manna gums,
toilets located at 1, 5, 8, 13 & 16, horseyards at
site 13, Tamboritha Road approximately 10 km
from Licola;

● Horseyard Flat set amongst Black Sallees on
the banks of the Moroka River, Moroka Road;

● Eaglevale on the Wonnangatta River below the
towering ramparts of Mt Kent and Snowy Bluff;

● Wonnangatta Valley (4WD access only), near
the historic site of the Wonnangatta
Homestead;

● Talbotville (4WD access only) on the grassy
flats of the Crooked River;

�● Grant a grassy clearing in the forest, all that
remains of a once thriving gold mining town.

When camping you should be fully self sufficient
with food, water and camping equipment.  Always
carry a tent.  Huts are for emergency use only.

Fires
Firewood supplies are limited especially in the
alpine and subalpine areas, so the use of camping
stoves is preferred. Tali Karng is a fuel stoves only
area.
If you must use a fire, keep it small and within
fireplaces provided.  No fires, including camp
stoves, may be lit on days of Total Fire Ban.

Huts
There are many old huts in the area, some of them
historic.  Moroka (1946), Guy (1940) and Howitt
(early 1900s) huts are all easily accessible and
reflect the grazing history of the area.  Moroka hut is
still used today by graziers.
Enjoy a visit to a hut but do not rely on them for
accommodation as they may be difficult to find or
already occupied.  Please help look after them.

On Horseback
Horse riding is popular during summer and autumn,
especially along the Bicentennial National Trail,
which passes through the Wonnangatta Valley on
its journey between Healesville (Victoria) and
Cooktown (Queensland)
Horses must be held in the Wellington River yards
when in that area of the Park, there is a horse route
from there to the start of the Tali Karng track.
Various controls apply to group size, and the
location and timing of rides, to minimise the impact
on the environment and other park visitors.
Horses are not permitted on the shores of Tali
Karng.
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